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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HOLDEN).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 6, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable TIM
HOLDEN to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————————

PRAYER

Chaplain (Maj.) Jonathan J. Etter-
beek, 32nd Medical Brigade, Fort Sam
Houston, Texas, offered the following
prayer:

Almighty God, we humbly request
Your blessing upon today’s session of
the United States House of Representa-
tives. Grant guidance and wisdom upon
our legislators in advocating equal op-
portunity, truth, and justice according
to the convictions of their conscience,
and in accordance with the will of the
American people who we have the
honor and privilege to serve.

May our legislators exemplify prin-
ciple-centered, value-based leadership,
and may all our thoughts, words, and
actions be pleasing and acceptable in
Your sight.

Lord, we also remember all of our
military men and women serving the
cause of democracy and human rights
throughout the world today, especially
those who have paid the ultimate sac-
rifice upon the altar of freedom. Thank
You for spiritually sustaining us in the
defense of liberty, which we as Ameri-
cans hold sacred and are called to de-
fend.

In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has agreed to without
amendment a concurrent resolution of
the House of the following title:

H. Con. Res. 196. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Rotunda and grounds
of the Capitol for a ceremony to award the
Congressional Gold Medal to Tenzin Gyatso,
the Fourteenth Dalai Lama.

———————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
COoBLE) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. COBLE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

WELCOMING CHAPLAIN (MAJ.)
JONATHAN J. ETTERBEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Michi-
gan is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, today
it is my honor to welcome Major Jona-
than Etterbeek to the House of Rep-
resentatives to deliver the House invo-
cation. He is a native of Holland,
Michigan, and he is a chaplain of the
U.S. Army’s 32nd Medical Brigade.

The House is honored to have you
with us today. We appreciate you being
here to deliver this invocation. It is a
time-honored tradition in this historic
Chamber to request God’s guidance as
Congress conducts the business of the
American people. We thank you for
doing that.

Major Etterbeek is a graduate of Hol-
land High School, Hope College, and
Western Theological Seminary, and he
is currently stationed in Fort Sam
Houston, Texas.

While he has many accomplishments
and a distinguished record in the mili-
tary, it was especially important in
2005 where I had the opportunity in
front of a hometown audience to
present him with the medals that he
earned for his distinguished service
while he was in Iraq. I was honored to
award him the Purple Heart, the
Bronze Star, the Meritorious Service
Medal, the Iraqg Medal, the Global War
on Terrorism Service Medal, and the
Combat Action Badge.

Major Etterbeek, thank you for being
here today. Thank you for your service
to this country.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 10 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.
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